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As you know Rotary is international.  I 
believe that April defines that fact in many 
ways.  First, April is the month of our 
District Conference, which we just 
concluded on April 17 - 19th in Oklahoma 
City. We had over 350 registrants, 
making this the largest District 
Conference ever in our district! 
Congratulations and cudos to PDG Chuck 
Musgrave who was the Conference 
Chairman. We  welcomed an RI 
President’s Representative from Hawaii in District 5000 Past District Governor 
Linda Coble and her husband, Kirk Matthews. Linda was spectacular and several 
people said her Friday address to our District All-Club Luncheon was the best 
Rotary speech they ever heard. We welcomed a Group Study Exchange (GSE) 
team from Poland – the first of its kind ever to visit our district. We heard a program 
on ShelterBox, one of the landmark humanitarian projects Rotary Clubs and 
districts are taking on around the world as a form of aid for disasters. We received 
a report from Regional Rotary Foundation Coordinator Noel Bajat on the new 
Strategic Visions campaign for The Rotary Foundation. We heard the first ever 
Four-Way Test speech contest in our district. Most importantly, we shared 
fellowship with Rotarians outside of our clubs.   
 
I don’t know about you, but I had a BLAST at the District Conference! I was awed 
by our high school students and their take on the Four Way Test. I heard many 
clubs state that they will have contestants for the event next year. Congratulations 
to Nieka Franklin, of Putnam City High School who walked away with a $1,000 
cash prize and a $5,000 OCU scholarship! We got to hear our Youth Exchange 
students from all around the world talk about their experiences here. We got to see 
a fascinating slideshow on Poland and heard the team from Poland talk about their 
lives there. I don’t know of ANYONE who hasn’t been impressed with this team and 
they are clearly in awe of all of us Oklahomans and our friendliness and generosity. 
But, the District Conference was not all work and reports. We got to play as well!  
Thursday evening, even with cool temperatures outside, we enjoyed an evening in 
PDG Jerry & Carleen Burger’s home for what has become an annual event – a 
kickoff barbeque.  My thanks to PDG David Reid for cooking and for Club 29 
member Will Boeckman who provided the food and “fixins.” Friday evening, we had 
a casino night and then drew for some fabulous prizes provided by our clubs. 
Saturday evening, we sat for the Governor’s Awards Banquet. Congratulations to 
all who received citations and certificates, but most importantly to the three 
Rotarians of the Year: Becky Ferguson from Mustang, Dr. Tamie Babb from 
Cushing, and Martie Oyler from Enid, and to the three Rotary Clubs of the Year:�
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Heartland Oklahoma City, Bricktown Oklahoma City, and Oklahoma City Club 29. As with many 
Rotary functions, the real joy experienced in them is not just from watching the programs.  It is 
from participating in the fellowship! I have often said that, where ever four Rotarians are 
gathered, you’ll always find a fifth! No, I am not referring to a fifth person! Rotarians that 
unwind together become better friends together. At times after the conference programs, there 
were up to 20 people in my suite sharing a drink, relaxing and enjoying the fine chocolates that 
RI President’s Rep Linda brought from Hawaii. I have often recounted my story of sitting on the 
floor of the Marland Mansion at the District Conference one year with the GSE team from Sicily 
and Malta, along with about eight other Rotarians, finishing off a keg of beer and just talking.  
We solved all of the world’s problems that night! Of course, we didn’t agree on everything. But, 
as respectful human beings and new found friends, we were able and willing to listen to each 
other, “cuss and discuss” our differences, but leave each other with hugs and handshakes and 
smiles. The UN could learn a lot from a Rotary district conference! Hopefully, those of you who 
came had that same sort of experience this year at the District Conference. District Conference 
usually start with handshakes and end with hugs. In between there is education, food and fun. 
If you missed this year’s, don’t worry!  There’ll be another one next year.  Plan to come and 
plan to stay. “Rotary Shares” might be our theme for the year, but in attending a Rotary 
function outside of your club, you learn that Rotary Shares friendship, fellowship and fun! 
 
Marty Postic  
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What:  Districts 5750 and 5770 Half Day Membership Seminar 
 
When:   Saturday morning, June 7, 2008 

·  9:00 am  registration, coffee, rolls 
·  9:30 am membership seminar begins, RI Zone Membership Coordinator, PDG Pete Snider 

provides keynote speech and RI Perspective. 
·  10:15 am  PDG Pete Snider and Dist. 5750 Membership Chair, Will Beckman leads attendees in 

membership training 
·  1200 noon  Lunch, further discussion 
·  1:00 pm    Thank you for attending, go home 

 
Where:   McMurrain Center, 10600 N. May, OKC.  Just S of the SE corner of N May & W. Hefner Rd.  
Who:  Districts 5750 and 5770 Joint Training for President-Elects, Membership Chairs and any other  
         Rotarians who wish to push us over the 10% growth goal for us. 
Costs:   $20 each, to cover coffee, rolls, and lunch   PAY at Door 
Registration:   For 5750, it’s Courtney Lynch,   courtneyhome@cox.net  or pete7374@aol.com   
         For 5770, its whoever DG Bill Edwards assigns. 
 
Respectfully submitted, B. Bowden, cell 405 659 0614 or 405 722 6279 or     wpbowden@earthlink.net  
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NOTE: pictures will be added over the next few days to the district website at www.Rotary5750.org – 
just follow the link on the home page at the left hand side.� �

PAST EVENTS: DISTRICT 5750 COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJEC TS 

April 12, 2008 
 

1) Del City —work day at Mid-Del Youth & Family Group Home 
2) Capitol Rotary (OKC) —work on multi-disciplinary garden project with Millwood School District  
3) Edmond  Rotary —delivered bags of toiletries to the Hope Center for several weeks, 

landscaping at Edmond Association for Retarded Citizens (EARC)  
4) Enid —Projects at Emerson Junior High School 
5) Kingfisher —Highway clean up on Memory Lane, highway that leads to Kingfisher cemetery  
6) Midwest City— Tea and scones for senior citizens not living in nursing homes  
7) North OKC Rotary— work on a Rebuilding Together house, 2717 S. St. Clair  
8) South OKC Rotary— clean up at Earlywine Park  
9) Weatherford— Partner with Parks and Recreation Dept. for clean up of Rader Park and Ole 

Fish’n Hole, plant flowers at Centennial Park  
10) West OKC— painting and planting flowers at Justice Alma Wilson Seeworth Academy  
11) Yukon— community education and fundraising for purchase of tazers for Yukon Police Dept.  

PAST EVENTS: DISTRICT CONFERENCE 

  
Above: enjoying fellowship at the luncheon.  Above: more enjoyment at the Sat. evening Banquet.  

  
Above: Luncheon speakers include L-R PDG Chuck 
Musgrave, RRFC Noel Bajat and his wife, DGE Bill 

Bowden 

Above center: Heartland Club’s GSE Outbound Team 
Leader Danna Szymanski and Cynthia  
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Left: Conference kickoff at PDGJerry Burger’s home.  
Right: 2 of the inbound GSE team members: 

Karolina and Ola.  

(More pictures will be added to the web!) 
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 GSE Inbound Team is in Town!   http://rotary5750.org/html/group_study_exchange.html 
 

  GSE 2008 Outbound Team is in Poland!  Read their blog: 
www.OklahomaToPoland.blogspot.com  
 

 GSE 2009 Outbound:  We need Team Leader and Team Member applicants for the 2009 GSE to 
Bolivia. Please contact GSE chair Randy Goodman 405-769-7990, rgoodman@coxinet.net Read 
more: http://rotary5750.org/html/group_study_exchange.html . 
 

 Ambassadorial Scholarships:  Interviews for the Ambassadorial Scholarship; it will be on 
Saturday, June 28th in Weatherford. The date the scholarship applications are due is still May 31st 
with eight copies being required. Thanks, Paulette Woods; Ambassadorial Scholarship Chair. 
Weatherford Rotary Club; 10389 N. 2432 Circle, Weatherford, OK 73096. 580-772-0649; 
paulette.woods@gmail.com . 
 

 2008 Wings of Rotary Program:  This summer, West OKC Rotarian Mason Sommer is leading the 
outbound team.  Please contact Mason Sommer directly with any questions:  
mason.a.sommer@wachoviasec.com; 405/278-2425.    
 

 RYLA 2008 Dates:  The 2008 Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) camps will be held at Camp 
Redlands west of Stillwater on July 31st through August 4th and then August 6th through August 10th 
of 2008. For more info: District RYLA Chairman John Blackwell (405) 751-1392. 
jbmegabyn@aol.com. RYLA APPLICATIONS AND SPONSORSHIPS DUE NOW  
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Los Angeles 2008 RI Convention, June 15-18, 2008: 
http://rotary.org/en/Members/Events/Convention/Pages/ridefault.aspx -- you can find out information about 
it at this link, or register.  
 
2009 ZONE INSTITUTE INFORMATION: Link to information on the Zone Institute that will be in OKC in 
2009. http://www.zones25-26.org/2009Institute/Index.htm 
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Edmond Club - Wed., April 30th meeting:  They will NOT be meeting at their normal place but will 
be meeting at Ida Freeman Elementary School for the annual Chess Tournament. If you are 
interested in playing in the Chess Tournament, please contact Allison Calhoun at 760-5601. 
 
Guthrie Rotary Club has a meeting LOCATION change . Starting May 5 , they will begin meeting 
at Granny Had One restaurant located at 113 W.  Harrison. Phone: 282-4482. 
 
Larry Markham’s new email address:  larry.markham@yahoo.com;    405-330-6764 - office �
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MONTHLY ATTENDANCE REPORT  
 http://www.rotary5750.org/html/2005-2006_newsletters.html  

For more, go to www.Rotary5750.org  

 
PRESIDENT’S AND PRESIDENT-ELECT’S 
BREAKFAST: 1ST FRIDAY EVERY MONTH. Courtyard 
at Marriott; 1515 NW Expressway; 7:45. Questions? Ask 
Courtney courtneyhome@cox.net 

Remember: E-mail information to rotary@wheatcom.net  or barbara@wheatcom.net 
�

 


